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direction--attend our fit fair.
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sotries...
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December!
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Most Popular Titles of 2017
These are the most checked out titles at the 
Chester County Library and Henrietta Hankin 
Branch from January 2017 through November 
30, 2017.

Adult Fiction 
Truly Madly Guilty by Liane Moriarty 
The Whistler by John Grisham 
The Woman in Cabin 10 by Ruth Ware 
The Wrong Side of Goodbye by Michael  
     Connelly 
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony 
     Doerr

Adult Nonfiction 
When Breath Becomes Air by Paul  
     Kalanithi 
Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance 
The Life Changing Magic of Tidying Up by  
     Marie Kondo 
Killing the Rising Sun by Bill O’Reilly and  
     Martin Dugard 
Born to Run by Bruce Springsteen

Young Adult 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar  
     Children by Ransom Riggs

Fever, 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins

Children’s Books 
Bob Books (beginning readers) by Bobby  
     Lynn Maslen 
Guinness World Records 
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban by  
     J.K. Rowling 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by  
     J.K. Rowling 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days by Jeff  
     Kinney

DVDs 
Moana 
La La Land 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them 
Sully 
The Girl on the Train

Adult Books on CD 
The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins 
The Woman in Cabin 10 by Ruth Ware 
The Wrong Side of Goodbye by Michael  
     Connelly 
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony  
    Doerr 
Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty

Adult Music CDs 
25 by Adele 
Blue & Lonesome by The Rolling Stones 
Now That’s What I Call Music! 60 
1989 by Taylor Swift 
Now That’s What I Call Music! 59

eBooks 
Me Before You by Jojo Moyes 
The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins 
The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child by Jack  
      Thorne 
Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult

eAudiobooks 
Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng 
Pretty Girls by Karin Slaughter 
You Are a Badass by Jen Sincero 
The Life Changing Magic of Tidying Up by  
      Marie Kondo 
1984 by George Orwell
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Branch Manager’s Message

Director’s Message
To Our Valued Customers
I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving 
with family and friends.  Now begins the mad 
rush to find that perfect gift for your favorite 
people.  If you are looking for some unique 
holiday gifts this year, visit our seventh Annual 
Craft Fair at the Chester County Library on 
Saturday, December 9, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. We have a great selection of vendors who 
will showcase some one-of-a-kind items.    

Once the holidays are over, you may be making 
that New Year’s resolution to become health-
ier and more fit.  We have just the program for 
you! Come to our Fit Fair on Saturday, January 
27 for some tips on how to eat better and exer-
cise more.  
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2017 is ending on a fabulous note for the 
Henrietta Hankin Branch.  We have spent the 
year making some adjustments with our col-
lections and public meeting spaces that have 
improved our offerings to you, our custom-
ers.  You have contributed literally hundreds 
of pounds of leftover Halloween candy to 
the library that has been distributed to the 
Veterans Hospital in Coatesville and Stockings 
for Soldiers in Wilmington. Additionally, candy 
will be distributed to about 40 first responder 
sites throughout Chester County in partnership 
with the Chester County Chapter of the DAR. 

We have just completed our first session of 
our Girls Who Code Club that saw six girls 
become friends and mentors to each other 
as they began to learn computer coding.  As 
exciting as opening the world of coding to 
our teens has been, we are equally excited for 
the Friends of the library whose fall book sale 
netted nearly $7,000, the most they’ve ever 
raised by far. Kudos to all the Friends who sort 
books and help at the sale and to the public 
that supports the sale--and thus the library. 

The next few weeks will be busy for all of 

us.  If you need a little respite from the 
hub-bub, please stop in for a quiet inter-
lude.  You can work on the jigsaw puzzle 
or a read a magazine or do nothing at all!  

May your holidays be safe, merry and bright!
All the best to you and yours!  

 - Beverly Lawler, Branch Manager

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. and 
Mrs. William Jones of Malvern for their generous 
donation of a bust of William Shakespeare, cast 
by P.P. Caproni of Boston, Massachusetts. This 
bust was cast from the one at Trinity College in 
Dublin, which was done by Peter Scheenmaker 
in 1743.  The Jones’ donation holds a prominent 
place in our Reference Area. We are very grate-
ful to Bill and Charlotte Jones for their support 
of the Chester County Library.

The Chester County and Henrietta Hankin 
Branch Libraries will be closed on Sunday, 
December 24 and Monday, December 25 for 
the Christmas holiday.  We will also be closed 
on Monday, January 1, for New Year’s Day, and 

 
Monday, January 15 in honor of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. On behalf of the staff and volun-
teers of the Chester County and Henrietta 
Hankin Branch Libraries, I wish you a very 
blessed holiday, and a Happy New Year. 

- Marguerite Dube, Director

   December 2017/January 2018
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Book Corner

Human Library

Another fine year of reading is coming to a close. 
I find it hard to believe it is already December. I 
hope all of you find time to curl up with a good 
book to keep warm and safe this holiday season.

It was so much fun for the staff to share our 
top picks from 2016 last year, so we are back 
again with the 2017 top picks. Starting this 
month, please visit our Staff Picks page: http://
bit.ly/chescostaffpicks. Chester County Library 
and Henrietta Hankin Branch staff are sharing 
their favorite things to read, listen to, or watch 
in 2017. We didn’t require the picks be from 
2017, so there should be a nice mix of new 
and older titles. We hope you enjoy seeing 
our favorites and find something new to try!

I hope many of you have tried our new data-
base, NoveList Plus. I’ve been playing with it a 
lot over the past month. Remember, you can 
access it from home in addition to using it in  
the library. I want to share some fun things you 
can do from the main page of NoveList Plus. The 
Appeal Mixer appears first and allows you to

find books by mood. There are some prepared 
combinations: Upbeat and Engaging; World-
Building and Dramatic; Intricately Plotted and 
Amusing; and Courageous and Dramatic. You 
can also try your own choices by clicking on “Try 
Our Appeal Mixer.” From the next screen, you 
have up to three categories to choose from with 
the corresponding appeal value. For instance: 
Character: Complex and Tone: Darkly Humorous 
brought back a list of 95 titles for me, including 
The Heart Goes Last by Margaret Atwood, 
Freedom by Jonathan Franzen, The Talented 
Mr. Ripley by Patricia Highsmith; and Jane 
Steele by Lyndsay Faye (I loved Jane Steele, 
and it totally fits this mixer). Click on any cover 
and get more information about the book.

I also like the Browse Genres feature located 
under the Appeal Mixer. They have genres for 
adult, teens, ages 9-12, and ages 0-8. There 
are 21 adult genres to look through. If you 
click the line Explore [genre name], you will 
get a list of subgenres to try. Each list has the 
covers of the books, and clicking on a cover 

will bring you more information on that book.

The home page also has Featured Readalikes. 
The main title is the largest cover with the three 
readalikes to the right. Mousing over the cover 
will give a little more information, or click on the 
cover for more information. Finally, check out 
the Keeping Up links. These are genre resource 
pages giving information about the genre, fea-
tured booklists of the genre, genre essentials, 
and authors to try. It’s amazing how many great 
things you can find to read without leaving the 
front page of NoveList Plus!

Please take a look at the back page of the 
ChroniCLe to see forthcoming books. 

Happy Reading! 
-Jenna Persick, Technical Services Manager

On January 13, the Chester County Library in 
Exton will be holding a Human Library event. 
The Human Library is a program in which people 
volunteer to be “books” and share their per-
sonal story (as a member of a group that expe-
riences stigma, prejudice and/or discrimina-
tion) in a structured environment with “readers” 
who engage in dialogue and active listening 
in order to analyze their personal prejudices, 
misconceptions, or stereotypes. It’s normal to 
have questions about people that are different 
from us. With this project, “readers” will be able 
to actually ask those questions in a safe envi-
ronment, and “books” will have the opportunity 

to dispel myths and stereotypes and 
put a personal take on them. Human 
Library events are being held through-
out the world, and Chester County Library is 
excited to become a part of this movement.

As a reader, you can expect to check out books 
at our event on the subjects of multiracial/
multicultural families, veganism, being Muslim 
in America, parenting a gay son, and more.

I f  you are  interested in  at tend -
ing the Human Library event as a 
reader, please register for the event by  

visiting the Events tab on www.chescolibrar-
ies.org.

If you are interested in becoming a book for our 
event and have a unique story to share, please 
visit this page to complete an application and 
email it to Stephanie Sharon at ssharon@ccls.
org: https://chestercountylibrary.files.word-
press.com/2017/07/ccl-human-library-appli-
cation2.pdf. 

We look forward to seeing you on January 13th!

- Jamie Claxton, Library Assistant - Multimedia
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06Make Handmade Greeting Cards 
using ScanNCuts. Handmade 

greeting cards are thoughtful and unique. 
Join us to learn how to use the ScanNCut 
machine to create your own exquisite greet-
ing cards. In this class, we will make a holi-
day card by using the ScanNCut machine 
that is available in the Digital Media Lab and 
Makerspace. After this class, you can use the 
techniques you learned to bring your own 
materials and creative ideas to the Digital 
Media Lab and Makerspace area to create 
any greeting card or paper crafting ideas 
on the ScanNCut machine. All materials for 
this class are provided without fees. Time: 
10:00 a.m. Location: Chester County Library. 

09Chester County Library 7th 
Annual Holiday Craft Show. The 

Chester County Library will be hosting its 7th 
annual Craft Show on Saturday, December 
9th, from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Vendors 
will be set up throughout the library to dis-
play and sell their crafts just in time for the 
holidays. We have a great selection of ven-
dors this year! Save some holiday shopping 
and enjoy browsing a wide variety of one-
of-a-kind gifts .  Time: 10:00 a.m. Location:  
Chester County Library.

10Author Signing: Red Hamer 
The Four Seasons of Chester 

County. Meet Red Hamer, author of the pop-
ular series The Four Seasons of Chester 
County volumes I through V. Red has pro-
duced books of full color photography 

of Chester County scenes since 1978. His 
books include scenes of covered bridges, 
autumn and winter scenes, and historical 
buildings. The Four Seasons of Chester 
County will be available for purchase. Red 
will be please to autograph your copy. Time: 
1:00 p.m.  Location: Chester County Library.

11Little Sprouts Nature Class - “Art 
in Nature.”  Little Sprouts is pre-

sented by an educator from Green Valleys 
Watershed Assoc. This class is for 3-, 4-, 
and 5-year-olds with an adult. Siblings 
may attend as guests but supplies/activi-
ties are limited to registered children only. 
Online registration is required and begins 
November 27. Time: 10:30 a.m. Location: 
Henrietta Hankin Branch.

14Movie Club - Love Actually. For 
the month of December, we 

will be showing the holiday favorite Love 
Actually. Time: 6:00 p.m. Location: Chester 
County Library. 

16LinkedIn 1: Profile Basics. With 
over 500 million users, LinkedIn 

is becoming an increasingly popular pro-
fessional social media platform that is not 
just for jobseekers but is a critical network-
ing tool as well as a professional electronic 
rolodex. At this session, you will learn some 
best practices, tips, and tricks you need to 
know to enhance or modify your LinkedIn 
profile. Even advanced users have learned a 
few new tidbits! Time: 10:00 a.m. Location: 
Chester County Library. 

18SEPTA Key Card Event. State 
Representative Duane Milne, 

Southeastern Transportation Association 
(SEPTA), Transportation Management of 
Chester County (TMACC), and the Chester 
County Library in Exton will present a pro-
gram for all Pennsylvania residents aged 65 
and older with valid, state-issued identifica-
tion to register for the new, free SEPTA Key 
Senior ID Card. The card will guarantee that 
those who participate in SEPTA’s Seniors 
Ride Free Program will continue to ride free 
of charge when SEPTA transitions to its new, 
technologically modern fare payment and 
collection program. Seniors ought to obtain 
the SEPTA Key ID Cards now in order to pre-
pare for the transition. Call Representative 
Duane Milne’s office for an appointment at 
610-251-1070. Time: 10:30 a.m. Location: 
Chester County Library.

21Hankin Whodunits Mystery Book 
Club. The book for discussion 

is Secrets of Wishtide: A Laetitia Rodd 
Mystery by Kate Saunders. Please come 
join our discussion. No registration required. 
Time: 1:00 p.m.  Location: Henrietta Hankin 
Branch.



January
08Mother-Daughter Book Club. For 

9 year-olds and up accompanied 
by mom or a favorite female grown-up. Join 
us for book discussion, activity, snacks, and 
fun! For this month, please read Because 
of Mr. Terupt by R. Buyea. Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Henrietta Hankin Branch.

12Welcome to the Library. The Bring 
your own lunch and join us for 

a Welcome to the Library Lunch and Learn 
program on Friday, January 12, at 12:00 
p.m. Craig Miller, a Chester County Library 
Reference Department volunteer, will high-
light the library’s best programs, resources, 
and services. He will introduced you to Libby 
and Flipster so you can enjoy eBooks, eAudio-
books, and eMagazines and show you how 
to use the Museum Pass program featuring 
free-admission passes to Elmwood Park Zoo 
and other local attractions. Craig will also tell 
you about the library’s Digital Media Lab/
MakerSpace located in the Jacobs Technology 
Center.  Time: 12:00 p.m. Location: Chester 
County Library

16Medicare 101: Learn About Your 
Options. The volunteers of the 

State Health Insurance Program of Chester 
County - APPRISE – Chester County Dept of 
Aging cordially invite you to attend a FREE 
update session on Medicare. Discussion 
topics will include:
• Definitions of Medicare A, B, C
• Explanation of the drug benefit (Part D)
• Types of policies available in Chester County
• Things to consider when selecting a policy  
Time: 5:30 p.m. Location: Henrietta Hankin
Branch.

18A“Home Away from Home:” an 
Overview of the Carlisle Indian 

Industrial School. Richard Calef will present 
an overview of the Carlisle Indian Industrial 
School, which operated from 1879 until it was 
closed in 1918. The school was designed to be 
a prototype for other government-sponsored 
Indian schools in the country. The purpose 

was to remove young Indians from the res-
ervation and immerse them in white culture 
to promote eventual assimilation into white 
society. This aspect of American history is 
not generally taught in our schools nor is 
it widely known by the public. However, 
recent pleas for the return of the bodies 
of the Indian children buried there has put 
the school back in the news. Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Chester County Library.                      

22Making Handmade Valentine’s 
Day Card using ScanNCut. 

Handmade greeting cards are thoughtful 
and unique. Join us to learn how to use 
the ScanNCut machine to create your own 
exquisite greeting cards. In this class, we 
will make a Valentine’s card by using the 
ScanNCut machine that is available in the 
Digital Media Lab and Makerspace. After 
this class, you can use the techniques you’ve 
learned to bring your own materials and 
creative ideas to the Digital Media Lab and 
Makerspace area to create any greeting card 
or paper crafting ideas on the ScanNCut 
machine. Time: 6:00 p.m. Location: Chester 
County Library.

21The American Red Cross and 
You.The American Red Cross is 

where people mobilize to help their neigh-
bors—across the street, across the coun-
try, and across the world—in emergencies. 
Each year, in communities large and small, 
victims of roughly 70,000 disasters turn to 

neighbors familiar and new—the more than 
half a million volunteers and 35,000 employ-
ees of the Red Cross. Ned Bloom, Senior 
Volunteer Services Specialist, will be on hand 
to discuss the history of the American Red 
Cross and what services they provided. Ned 
will also talk about what people should do 
now to be prepared at home. Time: 1:30 p.m. 
Location: Chester County Library.

22Comics Unbound Book Group. 
Do you love comics? For ages 16 

+ for adult content.  January’s Graphic Novel: 
Paper Girls Vol. 1 & 2 by Brian K. Vaughan. 
Time: 7:00 p.m. Location: Chester County 
Library.

24Change Maker: How My Brother’s 
Death Woke Up My Life. Author 

Rebecca Austill-Clausen wrote the award 
willing book, Change Maker- How my 
brother’s death woke up my life. This pre-
sentation describes her discovery that she 
could communicate with her brother after 
he died. Rebecca had no psychic or spiritual 
experience prior to her brother’s passing. This 
interactive presentation shares Rebecca’s 
story and provides multiple techniques 
and resources to facilitate after-death com-
munication. Rebecca’s events are dynamic, 
empowering, and filled with love. Time: 6:30 
p.m. Location: Chester County Library

272nd Annual Fit Fair. New Year, 
New You! Join us at our 2nd 

Annual Fit Fair! Meet local wellness and 
fitness vendors. Special programs will 
include fitness classes throughout the 
day. Registration is required.  For more 
information, please visit www.chesco-
libraries.org and click on “Events”.  
Time: All day. Location: Chester County 
Library.
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Welcome Party - Getting To Know Your 
Library & Its Services

Sensory Story Time at the Chester County 
Library

or be judged because their child’s behavior 
is different from that of other children.  For 
this reason many families may avoid library 
programs. 

By offering a program tuned to the specific 
needs of these children, we aim to create a 
safe place where children on the spectrum can 
enjoy books and literacy programming.  Sensory 
Storytimes will include all of the early literacy 
elements that are part of every storytime--sto-
ries, fingerplays, songs, and activities--but pre-
sented in an environment where all families can 
feel secure and relaxed.  Parents will understand 
that even if their child is noisy or distracted they 
will always be welcome.

Our first Sensory Story time will take place on 
January 19th at 10:00 am.  Registration will 
begin on December 20th at www.chescolibrar-
ies.org.

On Wednesday, October 4th, library volunteer 
Craig MIller launched a Welcome Party for new 
library card members.  15 cardholders attended 
a unique session with Craig to learn about the 
library’s programs, resources, and services. 

He introduced attendees to Libby and Flipster 
so they can enjoy free eBooks, eAudiobooks, 
and eMagazines and showed participants how 
to use the Museum Pass program featuring free 
admission passes to Elmwood Park Zoo and 
other local attractions. Craig also spoke about 
the library’s Digital Media Lab/MakerSpace, 
located in the Jacobs Technology Center.

Save the date for the next Welcome Party 
scheduled in January.  Bring your own lunch 
and join us for a Lunch and Learn program on 

Friday, January 12, at 12:00 p.m. 

Start the New Year with a resolution to find out 
what’s happening at Chester County Library. 
The possibilities are endless: 24/7 online ser-
vices, great programs for all ages, book discus-
sion groups, movies, music, technology, and 
more. You’ll be amazed at what’s available at 
Chester County Library. 

To register for this special event, visit www.
chescolibraries.org and click on EVENTS. For 
additional information, contact Nancy Niggel, 
Reference Librarian at nniggel@ccls.org or 
610-280-2627.

- Susan Walraed, Volunteer Coordinator

Beginning in January, the Youth Services 
Department will begin offering once-monthly 
Sensory Story times.  Sensory Story times are 
specially designed for children on the autism 
spectrum who function at a preschool level.

Autism Spectrum Disorder is estimated to affect 
more than 3 million individuals in the United 
States--approximately 1 in 42 boys and 1 in 189 
girls are diagnosed.  In fact, roughly 100 indi-
viduals are diagnosed with autism every day.  
Autism is our fastest-growing serious develop-
mental disability.

Children with developmental disabilities 
or sensory processing disorders often find 
it challenging to stay focused or to transi-
tion from one activity to another.  In sto-
rytime, parents may worry that their child 
will disrupt the learning of other children
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Soaking Up the Local Culture
Because I love reading and I’m surrounded by 
books at both my library job and home, I often 
think about how to group books in different 
ways. At home, I usually just make lists, but I’m 
thinking about being a little crazy and rearrang-
ing my bookshelves in a new way. 

Wouldn’t it be fun to have sections for all the 
books that begin with “The Girl with the…” or 
books with “sister” or “husband” in their titles? 

Being a Pennsylvania resident, though, I thought 
it would also be fun to make a list of fiction and 
nonfiction set in our own state. Here are some 
interesting Pennsylvania books right here on 
our library shelves:  some you’ve probably read 
or heard about and others that may introduce 
you to something about our local surroundings.

Chester County Fiction – edited by Sue 
Gregson and Christine Yurick:  Sixteen short 
stories from Chester County authors about 
people in transition, struggling to find their 
place and peace in the communities they live in.

Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan:  This 2016 Newbery 
Honor Book and bestseller is partly set in 
Pennsylvania and tells the story of three chil-
dren and the music of a mysterious harmonica. 

Fever, 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson:  YA com-
ing-of-age historical fiction about a young girl 
in Philadelphia during the deadly Yellow Fever 
epidemic.

The Absolute Value of Mike by Katherine 
Erskine:  YA fiction about a fourteen-year-old 
boy whose father is a brilliant mathematician. 
Mike learns an important life lesson when he 
spends a summer in rural Pennsylvania.

The Amish Midwife by Mindy Starns Clark: Set 
in Amish country, nurse-midwife Lexie Jaeger 
leaves her home in Oregon to learn more about 
her biological family.

The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger:  
Classic fiction about Holden Caufield, an 
angst-ridden teenager about to be expelled 
from a Pennsylvania boarding school.

The Twelve Days of Christmas in Pennsylvania 
by Martha Peaslee Levine:  In this children’s 
book, Abby visits her cousin Josh and together 
they explore Pennsylvania at Christmastime.  

Trees of Pennsylvania: A Complete Reference 
Guide by Ann Fowler Rhoads and Timothy A. 
Block:  Fully illustrated and user friendly, this 
guide will help readers identify and learn more 
about Pennsylvania’s nearly 200 species of trees.

Underground Railroad in Pennsylvania by 
William J. Switala:  Retracing the routes of the 
extensive secret underground network, the 
system designed to help slaves escape to freedom.

There are endless ways to organize your 
books, and grouping them by region is 
just one way to do it. Take a walk through 
your own stacks and see what jumps out at 
you. Once you start, you may never use the 
ABCs or the Dewey Decimal System again!

- Barbara Vitelli, Reference Librarian
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B O O K S 
FICTION 

Alive in Shape and Color edited by 
Lawrence Block

Bloodstains with Bronte by Katherine 
Bolger Hyde

Enchantress of Numbers by Jennifer 
Chiaverini

The Girl in the Tower by Katherine Arden 

In the Fall They Come Back by Robert 
Bausch

Now That You Mention It by Kristan 
Higgins

Persepolis Rising by James S.A. Corey

Three Daughters of Eve by Elif Shafak

The Vanishing Princess by Jenny Diski

Year One by Nora Roberts

NONFICTION

Charles Darwin: Victorian Mythmaker 
by A.N. Wilson

Goddess of Anarchy by Jacqueline 
Jones

The Little Book of Lykke by Meik Wiking

Meditation for Fidgety Skeptics by Dan 
Harris

No Time to Spare by Ursula K. Le Guin

The Only Girl in the World by Maude 
Julien

NEW RELEASES
  DECEMBER 2017                                  

AU D I O B O O K S
12/5   Year One by Nora Roberts

12/5 The Demon Crown by James 
Rollins

12/26   The Wanted by Robert Crais

12/26   Death at Nuremberg by W.E.B. 
Griffin & William E. Butterworth IV

M U S I C
12/1   Nat ‘King’ Cole & Me by Gregory 
Porter (Jazz)

12/1   Songs of Experience by U2 (Rock)

12/8   What Makes You Country by Luke 
Bryan (Country)

12/15  Star Wars: The Last Jedi Original 
Motion Picture Score by John Williams 
(Soundtrack)

M O V I E S 
12/5     American Assassin (Action)

12/12   Home Again (Comedy)

12/12   Kingsman: The Golden Circle 
(Action)

12/19    Dunkirk (War)

12/19    The Lego Ninjago Movie (Family)

12/19   Mother! (Drama)

V I D E O  G A M E S
12/1  Xenoblade Chronicles 2 – Nintendo 
Switch
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